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Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign 

Relations expresses to Ambassador Low deep 
appreciation for his service to the Depart-
ment of State and the United States of 
America.∑ 

f 

SERGEANT AARON HENEHAN 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
During this holiday season, I would 
like to recognize the soldiers and vet-
erans from Alaska who have given so 
much and continue to give so much. I 
would like them to know that their 
sacrifices in Afghanistan and Iraq have 
not gone unnoticed by their fellow 
Alaskans. When I was in Iraq I had the 
pleasure of meeting soldiers and Na-
tional Guardsmen from Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Seward, Soldotna, Eagle 
River, Slana, and Wasilla. Hearing 
their stories and commitment made me 
incredibly proud to be an Alaskan. 

Every day, Alaskans write my office 
praising the service men and women 
who have returned and those still in 
combat. Sometimes it is just a short 
message conveying their support, while 
other times is a long heartfelt letter 
praising our heroes and expressing soli-
darity with them for the sacrifices 
they have made. I truly believe that 
the fact that Alaska has the largest 
number of veterans per capita says a 
lot about our State’s character. 

Alaskan veterans are some of the 
most exemplary in the Armed Forces. 
The 172nd Stryker Brigade in par-
ticular had their tour in Iraq extended 
to 16 months, but when their country 
asked them for more they remained 
strong and proud. Just last week I re-
ceived an e-mail from the commander 
of the 172nd. He informed me that on 
December 12 Sgt. Gregory Williams 
from the 172nd was presented the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the second 
highest award for valor, for his actions 
in combat while in Baghdad. Despite 
being injured himself when their vehi-
cle was struck by a bomb, Sergeant 
Williams was able to return fire and 
help a wounded comrade to safety. To 
date, there have been only eight Dis-
tinguished Service Crosses awarded 
since the war began in 2001. 

We Alaskans often enjoy doing things 
our own way. In Iraq, one Alaskan ma-
rine discovered he had hidden talents 
he never imagined when his innovative 
approach to searching out insurgents 
earned him the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal. SGT Aaron A. 
Henehan led his squad to search out 
and detain 18 ‘‘blacklist’’ or high-value 
insurgents while on his third tour in 
Iraq. 

An adventurous young man, Sergeant 
Henehan was barely out of high school 
and anxious to see the world when he 
first thought of signing up to serve his 
country. September 11 and the out-
break of war did not cause his decision 
to waiver an inch. 

Sergeant Henehan deployed in April 
of 2003 and spent his first tour in the 
town of Babylon in Najaf Province. He 
served his country well, like many who 

fought alongside him, and began to 
learn the undercurrents and inner 
workings of Iraqi society. He returned 
for a second tour to Husaybah, near 
Iraq’s border with Syria in August 2004. 
At the time Husaybah was a dangerous 
town. 

Sergeant Henehan served his second 
tour in Iraq with distinction again but 
still felt he needed to do more. Before 
deploying for his third and final tour in 
February of 2006 he told friends and 
family back home that he yearned to 
make a difference in Iraq, a sentiment 
many American soldiers and guards-
men share with him. He spent a lot of 
time between his second and third 
tours thinking about what he could do 
differently, how he could learn from his 
experience and achieve a better result. 

Combining his marine training with 
information he learned from a retired 
LAPD officer deployed to Iraq to teach 
our troops urban tactics, Sergeant 
Henehan approached his third tour 
with what he referred to as a ‘‘beat cop 
mentality.’’ He wanted to approach the 
problem of rounding up insurgents as if 
he were a native of the area. He spent 
his free time studying the tribal his-
tory and geography of Husaybah for 
hours at a time. 

The ability to put his plan in motion, 
Sergeant Henehan says, was made pos-
sible in part by Operation Steel Cur-
tain, which had cleared Husaybah 
block by block, and set up outposts 
called ‘‘firm bases’’ throughout the 
city. Upon returning for his third tour, 
Sergeant Henehan immediately noticed 
that after this push, while not always 
willing to openly support the coalition 
forces, many Iraqis felt safe enough to 
give him tips on where the insurgents 
were hiding. This change in mentality, 
coupled with Sergeant Henehan’s 
knowledge of family and tribal connec-
tions, allowed him to determine which 
people to ask about each of the 18 high 
value insurgents he located. He knew 
exactly who would be willing to tip 
him off about a social rival or historic 
foe. 

Traveling with an interpreter, Ser-
geant Henehan had a talent for remem-
bering names and personal details. He 
took every opportunity he could to 
talk with the locals and learn about 
the town’s social organization and trib-
al boundaries, often returning several 
times to talk with the same families to 
gain their trust. Bringing with him 
candy, doctors, and his good humor, he 
would knock on doors and politely ask 
to chat. Entire families opened up to 
him. Sometimes it would start with a 
toy given to a child; sometimes it was 
a heartfelt conversation with a shop-
keeper. The response he got astonished 
everyone, including the insurgents hid-
ing out in the town. 

The 12 marines in his squad called 
him a fair, but tough leader who they 
felt very safe with. His intense and 
proactive preparation for the more 
than 80 combat missions which he led 
and his personal attention to each of 
his 12 soldiers’ well-being gave them a 

sense of security. They too noted how 
his relaxed Alaskan exterior quickly 
helped earn him the respect of the 
townspeople. 

Even more remarkably, Sergeant 
Henehan’s reputation for being fair and 
caring allowed him to detain all 18 
high-value insurgents without any real 
violence. These 18 also led him to their 
associates, significantly disrupting in-
surgent operations in that part of Al 
Anbar Province. Sergeant Henehan re-
mained behind after his unit returned 
to the States to train new troops about 
how he learned to wage urban warfare 
while gaining the trust of the towns-
people. The downturn in violence in Al 
Anbar can be linked, in part, to his ef-
forts and efforts of those like him. 

Sergeant Henehan is currently at-
tending a California community col-
lege and plans to transfer to a larger 
State school after completing his dis-
tribution credits. He wants to major in 
computer programs and even talks of 
one day creating video games that 
more accurately portray what war in 
the modern era is like. He has already 
begun organizing photographs from his 
three tours to use as backdrops. Clear-
ly his talent for careful planning and 
his desire to share his knowledge and 
experiences with others did not leave 
with his donning of civilian clothes. I 
wish him the best in all his future en-
deavors, just as I wish the best for all 
of our Alaskan veterans and those now 
serving.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. DOUGLAS C. 
PATTERSON 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today 
I commend a distinguished resident of 
the State of Alabama, Dr. Douglas C. 
Patterson on the occasion of his retire-
ment from Troy University. Upon re-
ceiving his bachelor’s degree from Ala-
bama College in 1967, Patterson was 
commissioned a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and served as a platoon 
commander for a Combat Engineer Pla-
toon and as an intelligence officer for 
the First Engineer Battalion of the 
First Marine Division in the Republic 
of Vietnam. 

Upon returning from Vietnam, Pat-
terson received his masters from the 
University of Montevallo and his doc-
torate from the University of Alabama. 
Dr. Patterson’s experience includes 
serving as a high school counselor, di-
rector of Counseling and Career Serv-
ices at Jefferson State Junior College, 
vice president for instruction at the 
Alabama Institute for the Deaf and 
Blind and currently, he serves as the 
senior vice chancellor for administra-
tion for Troy University. 

Dr. Patterson has served Troy Uni-
versity with great honor and distinc-
tion as a senior administrator since 
1989 and has provided exemplary serv-
ice to the university and to the citizens 
of the State of Alabama. During his 
tenure as senior vice chancellor for ad-
ministration, Dr. Patterson directed 
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the institution’s finance and budg-
eting, information technology, institu-
tional effectiveness, television and 
radio, strategic planning, athletics, 
and day-to-day operations. Under his 
leadership, the University has enjoyed 
an unprecedented era of growth, dou-
bling worldwide student enrollment to 
almost 30,000 students. Dr. Patterson 
has been instrumental in Troy Univer-
sity’s glowing record of stewardship 
and financial stability, garnering 
praise and awards from the National 
Association of College and University 
Business Officers and earning TROY 
recognition as a ‘‘Best Value’’ univer-
sity from such publications as MONEY 
Magazine and The Princeton Review. 
Dr. Patterson played a key role in the 
university’s decision to move Troy 
University athletics to the highest 
level of NCAA competition, bringing 
national recognition to the university 
and fostering pride among its students, 
alumni, and friends. Dr. Patterson was 
recently honored by Troy University as 
the Honorary Alumnus of the Year for 
2007. 

I commend Dr. Douglas C. Patterson, 
on the occasion of his retirement from 
Troy University, for his leadership in 
Alabama higher education and for his 
outstanding service to Alabama and 
our country.∑ 

f 

HONORING SIMPLY DIVINE 
BROWNIES 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, with the 
holiday season upon us, I rise today to 
recognize a Maine small business that 
operates with a philosophy of giving 
back to those in need. Simply Divine 
Brownies of Brunswick is a baker and 
distributor of gourmet brownies and 
assorted gift packages that recently re-
ceived well-deserved attention for fin-
ishing second in Forbes magazine’s 
Boost Your Business contest. 

Founded in November 2004 as a home 
business by Trina Beaulier, Simply Di-
vine Brownies is a true treat for the 
taste buds. In just 3 years, the com-
pany has grown to 20 employees, in-
cluding Trina’s daughter Meggen, and 
now operates in Brunswick’s historic 
Fort Andross Mill. Its gourmet brown-
ies range from the chocolate and nut- 
filled brownies to the more eclectic 
cappuccino or peppermint frosted 
brownies. Seizing the opportunity to 
bring a creative twist to the epicurean 
world, Simply Divine produces brown-
ies with a unique Maine accent. The 
Need’him is a chocolate and coconut 
brownie based on the needham, a tradi-
tional Maine cookie. And the Singin’ 
the Blues consists of a chocolate 
brownie that is covered with blueberry 
buttercream frosting and topped with 
wild Maine blueberries. Simply 
Divine’s brownies also come in a vari-
ety of shapes, such as Christmas trees, 
wedding cakes, and lobsters and even 
palm trees for those seeking a different 
climate. Remarkably, Simply Divine is 
also able to offer Reflection Brownies 
imprinted with a digital image of the 

client’s choosing, as novel remem-
brances for special occasions. 

What makes the company so spe-
cial—aside from its delicious baked 
goods—is what Trina and Meggen do to 
help the less fortunate. Seeking to use 
their skills to help others, they devel-
oped the Divine Intervention Brownie 
Collection. These specialty brownies 
come in the shape of hearts and stars, 
and after each purchase of one of these 
sets, Simply Divine donates a portion 
of the proceeds to Volunteers for Amer-
ica, a national nonprofit group that as-
sists people of all ages in rebuilding 
their lives. Whether it be helping the 
homeless find safe and affordable hous-
ing, or aiding at-risk teens and those 
with mental illnesses, Volunteers for 
America helps over 2 million people in 
over 400 communities, a task that it 
has successfully performed since 1896. 
Volunteers for America’s philanthropic 
acts of kindness and compassion are 
admirable, and at this time of year, we 
can be particularly thankful for the 
work that Simply Divine Brownies and 
other businesses like it do to make 
these programs a reality. 

For all their hard work and success, 
the Beauliers have been celebrated in 
various capacities over the past several 
years. Their brownies have been cited 
as the Snack of the Day on the ‘‘Rachel 
Ray Show’’ and have also been featured 
on NBC’s ‘‘Today’s Show.’’ Most re-
cently, and perhaps most prominently, 
Simply Divine came in second in online 
voting for a Forbes magazine contest 
to receive a financial assistance pack-
age to grow its business. They beat out 
nearly 1,000 other small companies to 
place in the final round. Having to cre-
ate a forward-looking business plan for 
the contest has been of tremendous 
benefit to the Beauliers, who say that 
their newfound knowledge, combined 
with increased sales and peaked inter-
est in the company, has allowed them 
to forge ahead with their planned ex-
pansion. 

In the past 3 years, Simply Divine 
Brownies has made a name for itself. 
As a family-owned small business that 
has flourished and continues to receive 
accolades of the highest accord, Simply 
Divine’s growth certainly has not gone 
unnoticed. Yet, through it all, the 
Beauliers and the employees at Simply 
Divine have found the will and desire 
to make a difference, and they are to 
be commended for their insatiable ap-
petite to brighten the lives of others. I 
wish Trina and Meggen Beaulier and 
everyone at Simply Divine Brownies a 
happy holiday season, and continued 
success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FLOYD RED CROW 
WESTERMAN 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Floyd Red Crow Westerman. 
Mr. Westerman passed away early in 
the morning on Thursday, December 
13, 2007, at the age of 71. 

Floyd was born on the Lake Traverse 
Reservation in Northeast South Da-

kota on August 17, 1936. When he was 
just 5 years old, he was removed from 
his family to attend Wahpeton Indian 
School. He later transferred to 
Flandreau Indian School where he fin-
ished out his high school education. 
After high school, Floyd went on to 
graduate from Northern State Univer-
sity majoring in art, speech, and the-
atre. 

Mr. Westerman was a very intelligent 
and talented individual. He was a man 
of many trades including acting, sing-
ing, and songwriting. His acting career 
was especially extensive. He performed 
in more than 50 movies and television 
shows. Some of his more popular acting 
works included, ‘‘Dances with Wolves,’’ 
‘‘Hidalgo,’’ ‘‘The X-Files,’’ and ‘‘Walk-
er, Texas Ranger.’’ 

His music career was also a success-
ful one. Mr. Westerman performed with 
many talented musicians including 
Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, Bonnie 
Raitt, Harry Belafonte, Jackson 
Browne, Kris Kristofferson, and Don 
Henley. 

Floyd Red Crow Westerman was a 
thoughtful, kind, and inspiring man. 
Although many will miss him, I know 
his spirit will never be forgotten.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:10 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills and joint resolution, 
without amendment: 

S. 2174. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
175 South Monroe Street in Tiffin, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘Paul E. Gillmor Post Office Building’’. 

S. 2484. An act to rename the National In-
stitute of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment as the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Na-
tional Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development. 

S.J. Res. 13. Joint resolution granting the 
consent of Congress to the International 
Emergency Management Assistance Memo-
randum of Understanding. 

At 2:20 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
amendment of the Senate to the 
amendments of the House to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. 6) to reduce our Nation’s depend-
ency on foreign oil by investing in 
clean, renewable, and alternative en-
ergy resources, promoting new emerg-
ing energy technologies, developing 
greater efficiency, and creating a Stra-
tegic Energy Efficiency and Renew-
ables Reserve to invest in alternative 
energy, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2764) making 
appropriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending in 
September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses, with amendments, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate. 
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